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Northern California coast; advocate reasonable and rational sport fishing seasons and
regulations; educate our members and the general public about the economic and cultural
contributions of sport fishing to our local economies; and promote sustainable
stewardship of the resource.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Tim Klassen

LOQAa &adzYYSNH !'a 20Sty FA&AKSNYSY 2dzNJ (K
(?) and most of all, tuna. Every day we watch the weather, sea surface temps, and
chlorophyll and fish reports. The excitement builds until that day when we can
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fish.

With all of that going on it is easy to forget that we are
&ill in a fight to maintain access to fishing. New regula-
gtgians, low salmon counts and the MLPA all threaten our
§pastime. With so little free time and disposable income,

n%wadays what can we all do? Stay informed and stay
8§B\BIved. It does not take much time to send a letter,

mail or make a phone call to your elected representa-
tives to let them know how you feel. Tell them how im-
Bortant fishing is to you and your family.
g ake gome time to attend a rally like the one at the

Aquatic Center July 7th. It helps to inform the public
~$%%dm 2dzN) AdadSade [ 2dz R2y Qi F
g| ssba@vsup and support your fellow fishermen.
Join HASA, RFA, and other fishing rights organizations.
They all need membership and money. Support the folks
that support you.
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and enjoy some time on the water. After all its summer!!
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Summer Salmon Update
Jim Yarnall

The quest for a salmon season began with Ben Doane (Sumoco)
and Tim Machado (Colly M) representing the Klamath Management Zone
Fisheries Coalition (KMZFC), and myself representing HASA. We at-
tended the California Department of Fish And Game Salmon Abundance
meeting in Santa Rosa in February. We then went to the March Pacific
Fisheries Management Council (PFMC) meeting in Sacramento where es-
capement levels for both these rivers were finalized and the three options
were developed. The options were then available for public comment with
public hearings in Oregon and Eureka prior to the April PFMC meeting in
Portland.

In Portland, after a long week of negotiation and modeling both rec-
reational and commercial seasons the Council selected a hybrid option for
the KMZ recreational season between option one and option two which
gave recreational fishermen a generous season from May 16" i Septem-
ber 6", Labor Day. We were ecstatic and had met the goals of the
KMZFC for a season from at least Memorial Day through Labor Day.

Based on the forecast of available fish we knew the season was not
likely to be wide open statewide or even within the KMZ. We did antici-
pate that there would be periods of good fishing as schools moved
through our area and that there should be some large fish because no-
body had effectively fished in 2008 & 2009 so there should be a higher
than normal percentage of four and five year old Klamath and Sacramento
River fish.

Our spring weather patterns were atypical with lots of low pressure
systems. Heavy rain and southerly winds resulted in above normal rainfall
and warm water temperatures. During May, we did not receive our normal
brisk northerly wind, which sets up our strong upwelling, bringing cold, pro-
ductive salmon water. The 2010 KMZ season opened with sloppy weather
and warm water temperatures and more Coho were caught than Chinook.

After a period of fishing in water temps in the 55-57 degree range
with little success, people began to say we needed a week of good strong
north winds to start the upwelling and cool things down. We received our
wish and then some. The northerlies have been blowing and continue to
blow with only brief breaks of fishable weather. Our water temperatures
dropped from the mid 506s to as |
George).
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With the cool water our salmon fishing however has not dramatically
improved. There are a few Chinook being caught but not the numbers we
have experienced in previous years. The fish are healthy, with some large
fish, and many have been stuffed with candle fish. Some persistent and
excellent fishermen like Steve Haines (Red Rider) have been moderately

successful by putting in LOTS of fishing time.

The big question is where the fish are and will they come? | cer-

tainly candét answer this

tional fishermen with
as thoroughly and the
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guestion.
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cated yet. Another
explanation is that
the fish have shifted
further north for the
season. There have
been reports of
Klamath River
tagged fish being
caught in Alaska.
The fish could still
be offshore. The
last and most unfa-
vorable explanation
Is that there just

arenodt very
poorly for

seasons are based upon jack salmon returns from the previous fall, using
the best models, by the most diligent biologists available.

My recommendation is to have your boat and equipment ready so if
and when the fish arrive you can capitalize on your opportunities with the
expectation that the good fishing may not last that long. Until this hap-
pens, things are beginning to shape up in other fisheries at the time of this
writing, July 5". Albacore have been caught in Oregon from Brookings to
Astoria with warm water within reach of recreational boats. This same wa-
ter is also accessible from Crescent City. We just need the weather to co-
operate. So get your punch list at work and around the house completed
during this windy period and be ready to catch something when the wind

stops. Tight lines.
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It is hard to tell who gets more excited about catching a salmon, Marlene Allen or
Phil Glenn

Below: Sean Allen, Phil Glenn, Bob Burger, Marlene Allen, and Jan Newman en-
joyed a successful day salmon fishing aboard the Shellback in June.




MLPA PROTEST
Casey Allen

July 7th was the MLPA Open House where the public could stop by and see
what was happening in the process. Members of HASA and other con-
cerned fishermen turned out to protest the MLPA process. We had about
60-70 people on shore and 20 boats parading in front oftluenboldt Bay
Agquatic Center with signs and bannek&e were on live KIEM TV news and
Access Humboldt was taking video and doing interviews for a documen-
tary. Many of the Harbor Commissioners were there and so was Karen
Brooks, republican candidate for State Assemblgnnis Mayo repre-

sented fishermen and was interviewed by Andrea Marvin of KIEM TV. She
also interviewed Melissa Millddenson, head contractor on the MLPA im-
plementation team. When asked if this protest will have a bearing on the
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have an open house?)
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